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Goal: Understand OEC’s role in the policy arena, work on 
public health issues
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About the OEC

The OEC's mission is to 
secure healthy air, land, and 
water for all who call Ohio 
home.

OEC staff has more than 100 OEC staff has more than 100 
years of experience

More than 100 
environmental-conservation 
groups in Ohio and 
thousands of individual 
members of life and every 
corner of the state.



OEC Team

Professional staff, 19

•OEC Law Center

•Policy experts

•Newly launched OEC 
Action Fund



OEC Funders

Budget of $1.5 million

1/3 of funding from donors 
and membersand members

2/3 of funding from private 
foundations

•National funders

•Local funders

•Government funding



OEC’s Top Initiatives:

Working to better protect 
communities from oil and gas 
development

Advancing a clean energy 
economy & addressing climate 
change

Addressing farm runoff pollution Addressing farm runoff pollution 
in Ohio

Protecting Lake Erie

Protecting drinking water

Protecting state parks, old 
growth forests, and various 
wildlands in Ohio



Methane & air 
pollution from the oil 
and gas industry 



What is methane?

Methane (CH4) is a an 
organic compound that is 
the primary component 
of natural gas.of natural gas.



Where does methane come from?

Methane is emitted into the atmosphere from various sources, 
including decaying landfills, agriculture, and—most relevant here—
oil and gas development. 

In 2013, oil and gas sources vented or leaked over 7.3 million 
metric tons of methane into the atmosphere.metric tons of methane into the atmosphere.



What are the impacts of methane?

Health: Methane accelerates the formation of ground-level 
ozone (the primary component of smog), which can cause 
respiratory illnesses and lead to missed school and work days, 
hospital visits, heart attacks, and death. 



More about the health impacts

When methane is released from oil and gas sites, it is 
emitted alongside smog- and soot-forming pollutants 
known as volatile organic compounds (VOC) and toxic 
pollutants such as benzene. 



What are the impacts of methane?

Climate: Methane is a highly potent greenhouse gas. Its 
climate-disrupting effect is 86 times that of carbon 
dioxide over a 20-year time frame and 34 times power 
powerful over a 100-year time frame.



What does EPA’s proposed methane 
rule do?

EPA’s proposal would, if finalized, require oil and gas 
developers to limit methane emissions—both 
intentional and unintentional—from newly installed or 
modified equipment. modified equipment. 

While it does not yet address them, this rule 
sets the precedent for tackling existing 
sources.



What the methane proposal covers

� Fracked oil and gas wells

� Pneumatic pumps and controllers

� Natural gas compressors

� Fugitive emissions at well sites and compressor stations

� Equipment leaks at gas processing plants� Equipment leaks at gas processing plants



What do we think of the proposal rule?

EPA’s proposal is an important and constructive first 
step toward regulating dangerous pollution from the oil 
and gas industry



Other states taking action on methane

Colorado has finalized state level rules, PA just 
rolled out state level rules

2014 Ohio EPA Oil and Gas Air Pollution 
RegulationsRegulations

• Limited to fixing leaks and a few equipment upgrades
• Apply to VOCs, not methane
• Apply to horizontal, or “unconventional,” sites only
• Have not yet addressed compressor stations (although 
a state rule in progress)



Top Line Benefits to Ohio

1. Improves public health & 
safety

2. Addresses climate change 
pollutant

Creates jobs3. Creates jobs

4. Captures wasted energy 
resource



What we’ve done so far in Ohio…

1. Built a broad & diverse coalition in Ohio

2. Collected & delivered nearly 1,000 comments to the EPA

3. Mobilized citizens to testify at (92 to 2 in support of rule) 
and attend an EPA hearing in Pittsburgh, PA

4. Met with Ohio congressional members in DC4. Met with Ohio congressional members in DC

5. Held 2 citizen hearings in oil & gas developed areas



Your Voice Matters!

1. Tell the EPA (Gina McCarthy) you support this 
standard by visiting the OEC’s action page ! 

2. Write a short letter to Senator Brown

3. Write a letter to the editor



Lead in Sebring 
Drinking Water



OEC’s Response

Since news broke of lead contamination in Sebring’s  
Water Supply in late January 2016:

•The OEC has been responding to media inquiries

•Consulting with water treatment experts•Consulting with water treatment experts

•Analyzing the federal lead and copper rule + coming up 
with legislative solutions

•Traveled to Sebring, Ohio to hear from local officials

•Briefed the Ohio Congressional Delegation in DC



Big Picture – Big Problem

•Aging infrastructure
•Corrosive water
•Outdated state & federal laws and regulations
•Government accountability

Photo taken at Sebring Village Council Meeting, February 8, 2016Photo taken in Sebring City Hall, Feb 8, 2016



What we know about Sebring 

•Unknown time: Sebring 
stopped adding anti-

corrosion additive

•August: samples were •August: samples were 
taken, 7/20 homes had 

excessive lead

•October 10 (perhaps 
sooner): Ohio EPA informed 

of elevated levels of lead 
Photo taken at BL Miller Elementary in Sebring, Ohio



What we know about Sebring 

•Nov 10: deadline for notifying 
tested households missed 

•Nov 29: deadline for •Nov 29: deadline for 
notification of entire system 

missed

•Jan 21: Ohio EPA issued notice 
of violation, prompted public 

notification 
Photo taken in Sebring City Hall, Feb 8, 2016



Health Effects of Lead 

Small amounts of lead can 

cause serious issues

Young children and pregnant 

women are at the greatest risk

Effects include poor 

concentration, behavioral 

issues, effect on IQ, effect on 

academic achievement & 

developmental delay

The effects of lead are 

irreversible 



Summary of Lead and Copper Rule

•Promulgated in 1991 by US EPA, authority under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act

•All community water systems subject to rule

•Action level for lead is set at 15 ppb•Action level for lead is set at 15 ppb

•If leave action level is exceeded in greater than 10 
percent of samples, actions must be taken

•Actions may include: investigation, recommendation and 
installation of corrosion treatment, public notification & 

removal of lead services lines 



OEC’s Legislative Solutions 

•Solution No.1: Remove the 10% sampling 
threshold for action

•Solution No. 2: Require corrosion control plans 
to be developed, and kept current, for all to be developed, and kept current, for all 
public water systems (Small, medium and 
large)

•Solution No. 3: Require quick and efficient 
public notice that sufficiently protects public 
health



OEC’s Legislative Solutions 

•Solution No. 4: Require 
sufficient government 
transparency & consistent 
record keeping of lead 
service linesservice lines

•Problem No. 5: Clarify 
Enforcement Roles and 
Strengthen Penalties

Photo taken at Sebring Village Council Meeting, 
February 8, 2016



Your Voice Matters!

1. Call your state lawmaker to ask for improvements to 
Ohio law to safeguard drinking water

2. Read our blog to learn more: 
http://www.theoec.org/one-ohiohttp://www.theoec.org/one-ohio



What the OEC can offer you 

•Student intern positions
•Photo contest every year
•Signature Green Gala event
•Frequent webinars on timely issues
•Ways to take action on issues through social media & •Ways to take action on issues through social media & 
email alerts

•One Ohio Blog - the latest green news and reflections 
from leading environmental advocates

•A robust website with legislative action tools & 
informational resources



Questions?
Melanie Houston: 
MHouston@theOEC.org
(614) 487-5849


