Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Global Health
for students enrolled in the College of Public Health
Introduction
The goal of GISGH is to prepare students to be actively engaged in the field of global health through
academic training, service-learning, and research. Students who complete the GISGH will receive an
acknowledgement on their transcript.
The GISGH has been approved by the Ohio State Graduate School and the Office of Academic
Affairs. General guidelines specific to the specialization have been established and may be found at
http://globalhealth.osu.edu/gisgh/. In addition to these general guidelines, each participating
academic unit has its own set of internal procedures. This document contains the procedures for
students enrolled in the College of Public Health.

Application Process
Applications will be accepted at any time. Students must apply to enroll in the GISGH at the following
link: . https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eFiQ3FpWZzKZZf7. To apply, a student must be in
good academic standing.
The online application requests the following information:
1. A one to two page personal statement that includes:
o why interested in the Specialization
o Plans for the Field Experience including:
o site information
o preceptor
o rationale for the project in terms of the skills the student will develop and why
they are important for the student’s career goals
o what exactly the student will do
o number of credit hours the student is requesting (can range from 1-3)
2. Submit a course plan showing how coursework will fit into degree curriculum
requirements.
Any overlap with degree requirements (maximum of 6 credit hours) should be clearly indicated.
After the application has been submitted, the Office of Academic Programs and Student Services
(OAPSS) will forward the application to the student’s faculty advisor. The advisor will review the
request and then determine whether the student’s proposal is accepted and he/she is supportive of
the student’s request. The application will then be reviewed by the GISGH committee.
If approved, students will be notified and should complete the online GISGH application via
GradForms.

Course Requirements:
Public Health 6000

Introduction to Global Health

2 credits

Autumn Semester

Public Health 7000

Public Health in Developing
Countries
From pre-approved list of electives

3 credits

Spring Semester

9 credits

Any

Field Experience

1-3 credits

Any

GISGH Electives
cannot be courses offered
by Public Health

Public Health 6189.02

No more than 6 hours can count toward both the CPH degree program and the GISGH.
Field Experience:
Students must complete a global health field experience. Flexibility in the experience is allowed. For
example, students may choose to participate in a structured research project, work for a non-profit
organization, or enroll in a course in a School or College of Public Health located in another country.
Each Field Experience must be approved by the CPH GISGH committee. 1 credit hour is equivalent
to 45 field hours.
Students are advised to start planning their field experience their first semester of enrollment to allow
enough time to complete all of the OIA paperwork, obtain a passport and visa, receive immunizations,
etc.
*If the proposed Field Experience needs to be changed after the GISGH application is approved, the
student must submit an updated personal statement that describes the new experience. This must be
approved by the CPH GISGH committee.
It is important to note that the process of finding a global health field experience, receiving
approval, finding funding, and making travel arrangements may require months of
groundwork and preparation, and that application deadlines for many international programs
are early in the academic year.
During the Field Experience:
Students must maintain a daily log of the activities pursued (e.g., dates, hours, setting, etc.)
throughout their Field Experience. In addition to the daily log, upon completion, students are required
to write a 3 page written report that includes:
1. What activities were completed
2. What skills were developed
3. What information was learned
4. Reflection on the personal significance of this experience
5. How this field experience will contribute to preparation for future career plans
Students will also prepare a professional poster that will present a detailed picture of the student’s
experiences and how the completed Field Experience is important to the field of global health. An
electronic copy of the final poster will be due at the end of the following term in which they return and
it must be submitted to the advisor and to OAPSS. In addition to creating a poster, each student will
be required to present their poster during at least one annual event, such as a division poster session
or a Farm to Table luncheon. The poster and written report will be evaluated using the College of
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Public Health capstone rubric. Two faculty representatives (student advisor and another designated
one) will complete the rubric

Students Traveling Abroad
All students will be required to work with the Office of International Affairs prior to any international
experience to make certain all OSU international travel requirements are met. Students should
contact OIA at 614-292-6101 and/or visit: http://oia.osu.edu/ to find out about requirements for
international study. OIA’s Student Health and Safety points include but are not limited to: student
supplemental health insurance, ensuring appropriate vaccinations, U.S. Embassy registration, and an
International Travel Appointment. Travel Alerts are available to view at https://oia.osu.edu/travelalerts.

GISGH Committee Membership
The GISGH committee is composed of the Assistant Dean for Global Public Health, a faculty
representative from Division of Epidemiology and veterinary program, student representatives, and a
staff member from OAPSS (in an ex-officio role), in addition to a faculty representative from other
division or program where the application comes from. Faculty representatives will be nominated by
Division/program to the Assistant Dean for Global Public Health and will serve a three year term. If a
faculty member is no longer able to serve on the committee, the Division Chair will nominate another
faculty member to replace that faculty member.
The Assistant Dean for Global Public Health will ask for student representatives through the
Graduate Student Newsletter and through recommendations by Chairs and Program Directors.
Student representatives will serve a two year term unless they graduate prior to the end of their
second term. The committee will have, at a minimum, two student representatives, with a maximum
of one per degree program (5 total).
FAQ’s
Can I use the GISGH Field Experience as my MPH practicum experience?
Yes, as long as the practicum paperwork is still completed and an arrangement is made with the
Coordinator of the MPH practicum coordinator to ensure all requirements for the practicum are met
with the field experience. In addition, 120 practicum hours are required for 2 credit hours of
enrollment.
What if I am unable to travel abroad for my Field Experience? Can I complete this experience
at a local level?
No. It is strongly recommended for the students to have their global public health experience abroad,
which provides the students first-hand experience that the domestic one would not be able to. In rare
case of exceptional scenario, with strong justification and the advisor’s approval, an application to
substitute field experience abroad with domestic one may be submitted to the committee and the
committee will discuss it to approve/disapprove it.
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What if I need to request a course waiver or substitution for the GISGH requirements?
You will need to submit a written statement and submit it to the GISGH committee for review and a
decision.
I completed global health work abroad prior to declaring the GISGH specialization. Can I use
that experience to fulfill my Field Experience for the GISGH?
The GISGH Committee will consider requests for prior experience on a case by case basis. The
student will have to prepare a statement explaining what the field experience was and when it was
completed. If approved, the student will be required to submit a daily log and 3 page report to the
GISGH Committee.
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